
Zechariah 13.6-7 

"And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he 
shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. 
Awake, 0 sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, 
saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: 
and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones." Zechariah 13:6, 7, KJV. 

Extracts from online discussion comments on Zechariah 13.6 by Bro. Mark 
Taunton, with minor editing by Bro. Neil Mullen. 

The context shows the point: the very next element in the prophecy is about 
Jesus' suffering and death - Jesus says so himself (Matthew 26:31). 

There is a direct verbal connection between verse 6 and verse 7: the word 
"smite" in verse 7 is a form of the verb "wounded" in verse 6 (from which 
"wounds" comes). This also ties the two sentences together, not just the fact that 
they are adjacent in the text. Jesus the shepherd was wounded/smitten in the 
house of his friends. 

I acknowledge that the Zechariah context is not easy to understand. But the logic 
of why this section is Messianic in application, as Jesus clearly shows in applying 
verse 7 to himself, is centred on an ironic inversion. The irony is that when Israel 
as a nation rejected Jesus, who uniquely fulfilled the scriptures and spoke God's 
word to them, they thought they were themselves justified by the scriptures in 
doing so. For example: 

• they accused him of blasphemy (Matthew 26.65, Mark 14.64, John 10.33), 
which is indeed a sin bearing the death penalty under the law (Leviticus 24:16); 

• they called him a glutton and drunkard (Matthew 11.19, Luke 7.34), as if 
he were a rebellious son, one that the law said should be killed (Deuteronomy 
21:18-21); 

• they claimed he cast out demons by Beelzebub (Matthew 12.24, Mark 
3.22, Luke 11.15), like a false prophet doing wonders to deceive and turning the 
people to idolatry, for which again the law brings death (Deuteronomy 13:1-11). 

The grounds on which they did all these things were faulty. Nonetheless, their 
claim was that they were doing the truth and keeping the law, and that Jesus was 
a false prophet who was corrupting the people. The truth was the other way 
round: he is the true shepherd of Israel, and it was they who were corrupt in 
seeking to kill him. Yet they claimed they were upholding God's law in acting 
against him. It was just the same as Jesus told his disciples to expect: "he who 
kills you will think he is doing God service" (John 16:2). 

For a false prophet to be opposed and struck would be a correct response to 
error, as part of the process of removal of falsehood and cleansing from 
corruption that the nation needs (Zechariah 13:1-3). The striking of the 
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shepherd in Zechariah 13:7, which Jesus unambiguously says was about to 
happen to him, is that very same action that a false prophet would rightly 
experience, but being performed wrongly against a true prophet, the shepherd of 
Israel. 

To see the same point from a different detail in the Zechariah context, consider 
the word the KJV gives as "thrust through" in Zechariah 13:3. This is clearly 
speaking of opposition that will be raised to prophets who are believed to be 
speaking lies. But it is the same verb that describes what Israel did to God, as 
manifested in Jesus: they "pierced" him (Zechariah 12:10, John 19:37). The same 
verb is being used in reference both to the correct required response of Israel to 
the corrupt activities of false prophets, and also to what the nation actually did in 
error, misled by their corrupt rulers, in their rejection of the son of God. 

On this basis, I understand that the prophecy of wounding that a man receives in 
the house of his friends, in Zechariah 13:6, is applicable not only to the justified 
rejection of falsehood by the people, when the nation is finally cleansed from its 
sins (verse 1), but also to the dreadful and wrong treatment of Jesus, wickedly 
carried out against him as though he were a false prophet. That happened 
despite that fact that he was indeed the great prophet that Israel must heed, of 
whom Moses had spoken so clearly (Deuteronomy 18). 

So who are the friends? Where was their house? 

The friends are people who knew the prophet, but did not accept his teaching 
and turned away from him. Their house is the household, not just a specific 
building but the body of people who are associated together; at a national level, 
the house is the house of Israel, which corporately rejected the prophet that 
Moses said would come. They were his own people, but because of familiarity 
even those closest to him, such as his brothers, did not listen and believe him, at 
least during his ministry (John 7:5), and his friends said he was mad (Mark 3:21). 
As Jesus said, a prophet is not without honour, except in his own country, among 
his own kin, and in his own house (Mark 6:4). As a nation, the children of Israel 
rejected and despised him (Isaiah 53:3, John 1:11). 

And as was done to the Lord, so Jesus said would equally be done to the servants. 
To pick out relevant words in what he told his disciples: 

Luke 21:16-17 And you will be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and 
kinsfolk, and friends; and some of you they will cause to be put to death. And you 
will be hated of all men for my name's sake. 

Matthew 10:34-36 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not 
to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her 
mother in law. And a man's foes will be those of his own household. 
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